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May 27, 2015 

To the Members of The Promotion Committee:


Upon finishing my Bachelor of Arts degree from The University of Southern Mississippi, I knew I wanted to further my education. I applied for many different graduate programs. When I interviewed at Alabama, I felt as though I had found my place to further my education. Coming back for my first day of graduate school, Donna was there to greet me with open arms and a welcoming smile.


As soon as classes started, Donna started to push me outside of my comfort zone and box. I wouldn’t  realize until the end, that we started working on the list I gave her the first day of graduate school. That was a list of things I wanted to improve on while here. Design classes was were she challenged me the most. Coming from a fashion background I had a lot to learn. My drawing style reflected that the most. At first I fought her to keep my style, but she showed/taught me how to integrate the two seamlessly. She offered a figure drawing class that helped me  to work on my style. Coming into the program, she encouraged me to learn how to sew. I was not interested in the technology side of costumes, but Donna knew that was a skill that I needed to have so she pushed me forward. She listened and observed what my classmates and I needed. Then Donna would try and tailor courses that would ultimately benefit all of us in the long run.


I can’t go with out mentioning her true compassion for her students. My graduate school experience was one like no other. During my three years, I experience death in my family and the tornado that changed my life forever. Donna was there for me every step of the way. I had just finished my final project and left it at home that day on April 27. Not knowing that I would loose my home by that evening. The tornado happened and I finally made it back to the school that night and Donna told me to head home to Biloxi that next morning and we will deal with everything when I was able to process what had just happened. She would email me and call to check on me. Even after I returned for the fall semester she was there for me for whatever I needed. She was absolutely amazing and for that I thank her tremendously.


 Now that I am working professionally, I take what Donna has taught me and apply it to each job I take on out in the world. I am always on time because punctuality is everything. Also be kind to everyone you work with and treat them with a level of professionalism. From my figure drawing to sewing skills I take them with me always. I always strive to make The University of Alabama proud. But most importantly, I work hard to show people that I had an excellent mentor and to make Donna proud.


Donna Meester is thoughtful educator and all around caring and compassionate person. I would highly recommend her for this next step in her professional career. I couldn’t think of another individual that is more deserving.

Sincerely, 

Jerrilyn Lanier 

